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Good afternoon,

I am sending out the school climate surveys today. The surveys will be open for two weeks.
That will give you the rest of this week, school break and a couple days after school break.  I
hope that this gives everyone an opportunity to complete the survey if you want to.

While this has been a very trying year, there have also been many celebrations.  13 months ago
we began a journey that none of us were prepared for. We sent students home with two weeks
of work and quickly realized we needed to distribute chromebooks to students out windows to
promote social distancing for those picking up the devices.  We have quickly become a 1:1
district and learned about Zoom and other platforms. We have had many challenges and
successes and learned just how much can be achieved through remote teaching.
Paraprofessionals spent hours last spring on professional development and returned to support
students in person and through distance learning, while cafeteria staff continued to feed our
community every day since we shut down.

Parents will also be provided with surveys to complete over the next two weeks.  These surveys
are anonymous and the administration will review all responses.  We will share the aggregate
data with staff, the Board of Education and post it to our website.  We will not post any
identifiable data or comments but will consider them as we review our District and School
advancement plans and as we begin to plan for next year.  Thank you for taking the time to
complete the survey. Please use this link to complete the BMS Parent Survey. If you have
children in both schools, we ask that you complete the survey for each school.

Vacation: I hope that each of you has a wonderful school break and finds time to relax and
refresh as we prepare to finish off this school year strong! As a reminder, we are requiring that
individuals who travel out of state for 24 hours or more must quarantine.  See the letter that was
sent on March 25th, also posted on our website.

Grab n’ Go Meal Distribution Update: The United States Department of Agriculture has
approved the Free breakfast and lunch for all children 18 years and younger. This federally
mandated benefit has afforded the child nutrition program the ability to provide two meals a day,
seven days a week for all children in our communities. Grab n’ Go meals will be available for
pick up on Wednesday, April 21st during Spring Break for All children 18 years or
younger between 9am and 10am at your regularly scheduled distribution location. Each
bundle will include 7 days’ worth of breakfast and lunch for each child. If you are interested in
accessing this benefit over the break please complete this brief survey
https://forms.gle/gjSiM6XcdenPg9Ci7
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Please note that following April break distribution will be held on Wednesdays and Fridays
through the end of the school year. On Wednesdays for 7-days bundles for remote students or
those 18 years or younger that are not attending school. On Fridays meal distribution for 2-day
weekend bundles for those children that are attending school in person.

Please contact Heather Plourde at hplourde@eastconn.org or 860-336-9054 if you have any
questions.

Brooklyn School Budget: For those of you who have followed the budget process, the Board
of Education did approve a budget.  The budget reflects a 2.38% increase and is preparing for a
return to a more typical teaching model.  The link will take you to the budget documents on the
website.  I will be presenting the budget again to the Board of Finance on 4/21.  Public is
allowed to attend that meeting.  I anticipate that the Budget Hearing will be June 2, 2021 and
the Budget Meeting/Vote will be June 16, 2021.  These meetings will be posted to the Town of
Brooklyn's website.  Please feel free to email budgetquestions@brooklynschools.org if you have
any questions.

SBAC Testing: Will be the week of May 17th.  We know that this year's test results will reflect
the multiple learning model changes and the impact of the pandemic.  We are hopeful that the
assessment information will provide us with some generalized information that will help guide us
as we enter a new school year.  Please convey to your children that we just want them to do
their best and that we do not want them to stress over what they may not have remembered or
been instructed on.  We will reset and move forward when we gather the data.

Our last day of school will be on June 11th!  This will be a half day.  We are planning on
the Summer Academy work and providing access to free Summer Camp due to grant
funding.

Thank you for your continued support of the Brooklyn Public Schools!  Have a safe vacation:
April 19th -April 23rd!

Sincerely,

Patricia L. Buell
Superintendent
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